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In July of 2006, Nicholas County adopted a Vector Control Regulation.  
This regulation covers the control of mosquitoes, rats, and other 
vectors.  This law prohibits keeping tires that are capable of collecting 
and holding water for a period exceeding seven days unless they are 
stored in a manner that prevents them from collecting water. Waste 
tires must also be disposed of as stated in WV Code Chapter 17 Section 
24 and WV Code Chapter 22 Section 15.   
 

Failure to comply with a notice to correct a violation of the Nicholas 
County Vector Control Regulation could result in fines of $200-$1000.  
Vector complaints can be submitted in writing to the NCHD.  The name 
of the complainant is kept confidential.  
 

Tires are specifically addressed in the Nicholas County Vector 
Ordinance because discarded tires provide an ideal "incubator" for 
mosquito larvae. They are easily filled by rain and collect leaf litter. The 
dark color of tires absorbs heat which speeds up larval growth, creating 
a “mosquito factory.”  More mosquitoes could result in more people 
becoming ill with mosquito-borne diseases.   
 

Several types of mosquitoes that are proven capable of spreading 
diseases to people prefer laying their eggs in tires.  In West Virginia, the 
most common human diseases spread by mosquitoes are LaCrosse 
Encephalitis (LAC), Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) and West Nile 
Virus (WNV).  LAC was first confirmed in West Virginia in 1987.  WNV 
was first confirmed in dead birds in WV in 2002 and EEE in 2003.  All 
three of these diseases have been found in Nicholas County. 
 

Symptoms of these diseases may start out gradually or suddenly.  
Symptoms include fever, headache, muscle pain, feeling under-the 
weather and occasionally exhaustion. Infection can also lead to 
swelling of the brain (encephalitis), coma, seizures, permanent nervous 
system complications or death. Fortunately, only a small proportion of 
infected people progress to severe illness.  
 

Most cases of LAC occur in children under 16 years of age.  About 70 
cases of LAC encephalitis are reported to the CDC every year. About 35 
of those occur in West Virginia.  Two to three cases occur in Nicholas 
County almost every year.  

 
Spraying pesticides has a high cost and low success rate.  Experts in the 
mosquito control field declare source reduction as the most effective 
and economical method to reduce the numbers of mosquitoes.  Source 
reduction means changing or removing mosquito larval habitat to stop 
mosquitoes from breeding there. Source reduction can include: 
 

 Proper disposal of used tires and other solid waste  

 Slicing tires & other containers to prevent the collection of 
water  

 Storing tires and other containers so they cannot collect water  

 Leaving tires on the wheel rim or filling containers with soil or 
sand  

   
The best way to avoid mosquito bites is to: 
 

 Apply bug spray when you're outdoors.  

 Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants treated with repellents 
containing permethrin or repellent to prevent mosquitoes from 
biting through thin clothing. Do not apply permethrin directly 
to exposed skin.  

 Consider staying indoors at dawn, dusk, and in the early 
evening when most mosquitoes are out.  

 Limit the number of places available for mosquitoes to lay their 
eggs.  Eliminate breeding sites.  Breeding sites include stagnant 
water in ditches, rain barrels, tires, tree holes, and any other 
container capable of collecting rainwater and organic material.  
Wetlands, lakes and ponds do not generally support the type of 
mosquitoes that spread disease in our area. 

 Use insecticides to kill mosquito larvae and adults.  Mosquito 
“dunks” are available at hardware stores.  These “dunks” are 
non-toxic tablets you place in water to kill the young 
mosquitoes so they do not mature into biting adults. 

  
For more information, contact Nicholas County Health Department at 
872-5329 or visit the websites listed on the front page of this 
pamphlet.  


