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To insure there is adequate area for the installation and repair 
of individual sewage systems, the WV Bureau for Public Health 
requires that all lots not served by public or central sewage 
have room to install an on-site septic system and enough area 
for future replacement. 
 
Many people confuse the word “subdivision” with housing 
developments.  Not all subdivisions are housing 
developments.  A subdivision is “a tract of land which has 
been divided into two or more lots, tracts, parcels, plats, sites, 
areas, units, interests, or other division for the purpose of 
dwelling or establishment development and including the 
division of land by deed, metes and bounds description, lease, 
map, plat, or other instrument, or by act of construction” (WV 
Division of Health Legislative Rules, Title 64, Series 9, page 4; 
May 1, 1998).  This definition includes adding additional 
dwellings to a tract of land which may or may not already have 
an existing dwelling on it; regardless of whether a “new” lot is 
created by the act of surveying.   
 
Anyone wishing to establish a subdivision that meets the 
above definition must obtain health department approval 
before any sewage installation permits can be issued.   
 
Following is a step-by-step explanation of what you are 
required to do: 
 
1. Ask the Health Department for an application for a 

subdivision and a list of certified septic system installers.   
    
2. You must mark the corners of the lot(s) to make each lot 

easy to identify.   Each reserve area must be clearly 
marked in the field.  Markers must remain for the future 
identification of the reserve area.   

 

3. An area of 10,000 square feet must be designated to 
install the first system plus enough to install an additional 
system must be reserved for each lot.  If the lot is less than 
2 acres, the reserve area must qualify for a standard 
system; 2 acres or more can also be qualified for an 
alternative system.  

 
4. Each reserve area must be tested to ensure that it is 

suitable for a septic system.  If this is a subdivision with a 
dwelling already on it, and you are adding an additional 
dwelling, both lots must be tested.  The testing consists of 
a 6-foot deep hole and at least 4 percolation tests on each 
lot.  A certified sewage system installer must be hired to 
do the testing of the reserve areas.    

 
5. After the test holes have been done, contact a Sanitarian 

and make an appointment to evaluate the reserve areas 
on a lot-by-lot basis.  You might have to do some re-
arranging of lot lines to get all lots approved.  After the 
Sanitarian has finished looking at each of the holes, they 
may be covered. 

 
6. Any proposed changes after approval must be re-

evaluated and approved by the Sanitarian.  After approval 
each lot owner must go through the septic system 
permitting process individually.  It is not necessary to 
repeat the percolation tests and six-foot hole unless the 
system will be located in an area that was not already 
approved. 

 
7. If you have any questions or need help, contact your 

Sanitarians at 304-872-5329.   
 
For copies of regulations and other information go to 
www.wvdhhr.org/phs/sewage/index.asp.  
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