
During the period of January, 2005 to September, 2005, West Virginia 
tested 133 wild animals that had contact with pets or livestock.  Fifteen (15) 
percent of the tested animals were rabid.  If a wild animal bites your pet, 
the wild animal must be tested.  If the wild animal escapes or tests positive 
for rabies, vaccinated pets must receive booster shots, and unvaccinated 
pet must be confined for six months.  Contact the Nicholas County Health 
Department for further instructions.   
 
There are some simple things you can do to protect yourself and your pets 
from rabies: 
 

 Always vaccinate your dogs, cats, ferrets, horses and cattle against 
rabies. 

 Supervise your pets. 

 Do not handle wild or stray animals. 

 If you see a wild animal or stray pet that is acting strangely contact 
911. 

 Supervise children when they are around animals. 

 Get your pets spayed or neutered.  They will be less likely to stray, 
or attract other animals. 

 Place rabies vaccination tags and identification tags on pet’s collar.   

 

 

 

 
Important Contact Numbers 
Nicholas County Health Department                         (304) 872-5329 
Nicholas County Sheriff’s Department                                      (304) 872-7880 
Department of Natural Resources                                      (304) 924-6211 
Nicholas Animal Shelter                                        (304) 872-7877 
Emergencies                                                911 
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Rabies is a deadly, incurable disease that can affect any warm-blooded 
mammal.  Some common animals include: dogs, cats, horses, cattle, ferrets, 
raccoons, bats, foxes, coyotes, skunks and people.  Rabies kills millions of 
animals and more than 50,000 people worldwide each year.  Rabies has 
been found in every state, except Hawaii, and it has been found in Nicholas 
County.  Rabid bats have been found in Swiss and Birch River, and a rabid 
raccoon was found at Canvas in 2001. 

 

 
 
Rabies has many different symptoms including but not limited to the 
following: 
 

 Unusual behavior (wild animal might seem tame or tame animal 
might seem wild). 

 Attacking without a cause (scratching or biting everything). 

 Changes in the sounds animals make. 

 Glazed eyes or presence of third eye lid. 

 Foaming at the mouth, drooling or choking. 

 Uncontrollable shaking and loss of balance. 

 Trouble breathing or unable to use legs. 

 Staggering. 
 
Animals that have rabies can show any or none of these symptoms.  If you 
see any animal with symptoms of rabies, you should contact 911 
immediately.   
 
Since animals with rabies do not always show symptoms, if you are bitten by 
any animal you should do the following: 

 

 Wash the wound immediately with soap and warm water for at 
least 10 minutes. 

 See a doctor as soon as possible. 

 You or your doctor must contact the Nicholas County Health 
Department. 

 Talk to your doctor about rabies vaccination. 

 

 
 
An animal involved in a bite must be confined or tested to determine if it 
has rabies.  Testing involves brain tissue, so animals must be dead to be 
tested.  A ten day confinement for dogs, cats and ferrets will allow rabies to 
run it’s course if the animal is infected. 
 

 If you are bitten by a wild animal, call the Department of Natural 
Resources or law enforcement to have the animal killed. 

 If an animal is put to sleep or you kill the animal yourself, do not 
damage the head or bury the body. 

 Wear gloves when handling dead animals and wash your hands 
thoroughly afterwards. 

 Contact the Nicholas County Health Department for further 
instructions. 

 Dogs, cats and ferrets involved in bites must be confined or tested 
even if vaccinated. 

 If a dog, cat or ferret is confined (caged or restrained in a secure 
way to prevent escape – no ropes), the pet must be kept away 
from other pets and people while being closely observed for 
symptoms of rabies. 

 If you are bitten by any animal that escapes, see a doctor as soon 
as possible to discuss rabies vaccinations. 

 If possible, confinement of dogs, cats and ferrets is preferred to 
testing  


