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Before you decide to add a pet to your family, it is important that 
you understand the importance of properly caring for and 
controlling your pet.  Dogs and cats can be an adored family 
member and a close companion.  They offer us unconditional love 
and affection.  In return, they expect us to give them attention, 
food, water, and proper medical care.   
 

West Virginia law requires that all dogs and cats over 
six months old be properly vaccinated against rabies.  
Current law requires that dogs be vaccinated at least 
every two years.  Cats must be vaccinated every year.    
 
Even the friendliest of pets will bite or scratch under 
some circumstances.  Follow these important steps to 
prevent bites: 
 

 Always supervise children when near a pet.  When a pet 
shows signs of stress, separate the pet from the children 

 Always keep your pet confined to a fenced yard or on a 
leash.  Do not allow it to roam the neighborhood. 

 NEVER try to break up a fight between animals with your 
bare hands.  Attempt to stop fights by using a bucket of 
water or some other means. 

 Do not tease your pet or allow anyone else to tease your 
pet 

 Do not attempt to pick up an injured pet with your bare 
hands 

 Have your pet spayed or neutered (fixed) to reduce 
aggression and to help reduce the number of unwanted 
animals 

All bites and scratches from fur-bearing animals must be reported 
to your local health department.  Bites and scratches should be 
washed immediately with soap and water.  Confine your pet the 

next 10 days so that it cannot be accessed by other animals or 
people.  If you choose to put down the animal, DO NOT DAMAGE 
THE HEAD!  If the pet is killed or dies, contact the local health 
department immediately to have the animal tested for rabies.  DO 
NOT BURY OR DISCARD THE CARCASS!  The victim should see a 
doctor if there is any sign of infection.   

 
If you have a pet that is a biter, and you want to keep 
the animal, keep the animal strictly confined to 
prevent it from biting anyone else. Animals that bite 
when unprovoked are not only dangerous, but can 
also cause high cost in lawsuits and medical bills. 
 

Pet owners should also be careful to prevent their pets from being 
a pest to neighbors.  If your pet makes a lot of noise at night 
(barking, meowing, etc.), put your pet up in the house or in a 
building at night to lessen the noise. Keep your pet’s living area 
clean to prevent odors, vectors, and other problems.  Pet food and 
water should be kept in a rat-proof container until given to your 
pet.  Pet food should not be left out over-night.  Pet waste should 
be bagged and sent to the sanitary landfill.       
  
Pet owners who take good care of their pets and manage their pets 
safely have much healthier and happier pets.  Responsible pet 
owners also have happier neighbors. 
 

REMEMBER TO HAVE YOUR CATS, DOGS, AND FERRETS 
VACCINATED REGULARLY AGAINST RABIES! 


